
RE: PLANNING APPLICATIONS 19/02790/FUL & 19/02791/LBC 
ATHERSTONE FARM 

OBJECTIONS FROM STOCKLINCH PARISH COUNCIL

We believe this is :-
- an inappropriate development in scale, character and proposed usage.
- a development without the necessary road capacity to support the in-
flux of vehicles and visitors.
- a project that encourages environmentally damaging road use.
- a project that is at odds with the environment and wildlife in the area.
- a source of noise and light pollution for the people of Atherstone, 
Stocklinch and Whitelackington.

GENERAL
Whilst we acknowledge that it is important to find alternative uses for re-
dundant farm buildings, we do not believe the current application is 
commensurate "in a scale appropriate to the size and function of the 
settlement within which it is located." (South Somerset Local Plan 
EP8/ EP4)
The development does not "create or enhance community facilities 
and services to serve the settlement" (Local Plan SS2) as the ser-
vices provided will be for the use of people from outside the area.
Under the Local Plan SD1 for sustainable development it states "Devel-
opment that improves the economic, social and environmental 
conditions of the District." The proposed development would bring 
limited economic benefit to the immediate district, but would greatly di-
minish the social and environmental conditions. The proposed size of 
the development could see 200+ people using the site on a regular ba-
sis for conferences and weddings. This size is more that the population 
of the village of Stocklinch. With a car park for 75 cars and service vehi-
cles this would considerably increase the flow of traffic in the area along 
unsuitable single track roads.
The Local Plan mirrors the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
national guidelines. Under NPPF social objective - "it is to support 
strong vibrant and healthy communities....... and support communi-
ties health, social and cultural well being." This proposed plan has 
little or no benefit for the community as it will mainly serve people from 
outside the area. The NPPF economic objective is "to contribute to 



protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic environ-
ment......... and mitigating and adapting to climate change including 
moving to a low carbon economy."
The plan allows for the preservation of Grade II listed buildings, but goes 
far beyond the remit, extending the development beyond the curtilage  
of the listed buildings. The plan does not protect the natural environment 
such as the bats and wildlife which will be disturbed by the noise and 
light pollution from the development. Furthermore the development will 
rely on users getting to the venue by private transport which does not 
support a low carbon economy.

OBJECTION
HIGHWAYS SAFETY AND TRAFFIC
Under the Local Plan EP4 it states that "The proposed development 
ensures that the expected nature and volume of traffic generated 
by the development would not have a detrimental impact on the 
character or amenity of the area and would not compromise the 
safety and/or function of the road network in terms of both volume 
and type of traffic generated".
NPPF paragraph 84 states "it is important to ensure that the devel-
opment is sensitive to its surroundings and does not have an un-
acceptable impact on local roads and exploits any opportunity to 
make a location more sustainable."
Promoting sustainable transport paragraph 103 states "significant de-
velopment should be focussed on locations which are or can be 
more sustainable through limiting the need to travel and offering a 
genuine choice of transport modes. This can help reduce conges-
tion and emissions and improve air quality and public health."
Having up to 75 cars using the roads, plus associated vehicles to main-
tain the venue, would in our view increase congestion and increase the 
risks from emissions and poor air quality, let alone the risk of accidents. 
There are three routes in to the farm, all are single track roads, and all 
are liable to flooding. Despite the description in the planning application 
about the "ebb and flow" of traffic, the venue will have no control over 
this. The application is for a flexible venue for weddings, conferences 
and general congregation, with accommodation for 18 double rooms 
and 75 cars. Providing conference facilities for 75 cars will mean that 
they will all arrive at approximately the same time and likewise depart at 
roughly the same time.



This volume of traffic on the unsuitable access routes will cause issues 
for Stocklinch, Atherstone and Whitelackington. The access from 
Whitelackington involves negotiating a blind junction. The access 
through Stocklinch involves single track roads at either end of the village 
and the village itself is only subject to the national speed limit of 60 miles 
per hour. The potential increases in traffic will have a detrimental affect 
on the village which has no pavements or street lights. The village is 
used by walkers, cyclists (as the road is on the national cycle path) 
horse riders and children walking home from school. It has an equine 
charity at the heart of the village, offering opportunities to disadvantaged 
children, who take the children walking along the roads. 
As most weddings take place at weekends, the increased traffic would 
be at a time when villagers are enjoying weekend activities such as 
walking, children playing, dog walking, horse riding and cycling. There-
fore there would be more potential for accidents. To mitigate against this 
if the planning application is accepted we would ask that weekend wed-
dings are restricted in number.
Furthermore, the increase in traffic would not only be the clientele of the 
farm, but staff, catering and maintenance vehicles on a road that is al-
ready used by farm vehicles accessing land at either end of the village.
In 2008 Dillington put in an application for 15 works units on the same 
site, which they subsequently withdrew. At that time the Somerset Coun-
ty Council Highways Agency had concerns about the increase of traffic:-
"The Highways Agency also has some concerns relating to the ap-
proach roads at this site. These roads by reason of the restricted 
width and poor alignment are considered unsuitable to serve a de-
velopment that is likely to result in significant increases in the level 
of traffic making use of them. There are also limited passing places 
along this stretch of carriageway especially near to the site."
These concerns remain today and are more relevant given the increase 
in the number of proposed vehicles.

NOISE
The noise that up to 200 people generate will be considerable. This de-
velopment allows for outdoor seating and bifold doors on the banqueting 
hall, meaning that there will be associated noise that will travel to the vil-
lages. Assuming the venue will be used late into the night for weddings, 
this will affect the local area, plus the noise of the cars leaving the venue 
at a late hour. This is unless restrictions are placed on the number of 
events and the permitted hours they can use. 



NATURE CONSERVATION AND LIGHTING
There are 3 identified bat roosts on the farm and Somerset Wildlife have 
identified that the plans to deal with these are insufficient.
A further consideration is the light pollution that will be associated with 
the site, that will have a detrimental affect on wildlife. In the Local Plan 
under EP4 and EP5 it states that there should be "no adverse impact 
on wildlife."
Light pollution will also affect both villages who do not have street light-
ing. Because of the size of the site, and the need for safety of the clien-
tele, especially for late events, some lighting will be required which will 
have a negative affect on nearby housing. 

DISABLED ACCESS
The planning application has not mentioned what adaptations will be 
made to allow disabled visitors to make full use of the facilities.

VISUAL IMPACT
In Stocklinch we have medieval fields called the Lynchs (hence the 
name Stocklinch). From here and from the Grade I listed church, the 
view looks out over Atherstone. This view will be compromised by the 
proposed new site including the swimming pool and car park.

LISTED BUILDINGS
The site at present has Grade II listed buildings status. From looking at 
the plans the proposed swimming pool, banqueting hall and car park ex-
tend beyond the boundary of the existing site. 
Given the age range of the buildings and that Atherstone was an impor-
tant Saxon village, more thought needs to be given about the impact of 
any new buildings on this site.

CONCULSION
We do not believe this planning application enables "sustainable rural 
tourism and leisure developments which respect the character and 
the countryside" paragraph 83 NPPF.

Rosemary Gallagher, Chair
on behalf of Stocklinch Parish Council


